
5 May 2016 IRAQ: WEEKLY FLASH UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS 

MOSUL CORRIDOR 

HIGHLIGHTS: 
▪ Iraqi and Kurdish Security Forces continued to fire artillery shells at armed 

opposition groups in Makhmur district, causing fresh displacement south 
of Mosul.  

▪ On 27 April, Kurdish Peshmerga forces and Turkmen Shia militia agreed to 

a ceasefire to end the clashes that had escalated since 23 April in Touz 
Hourmato, Salah al-Din Governorate. 

 

DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS:  

▪ 4,336 persons have fled to Debaga IDP camp (including 627 new arrivals 

over the last week) since the security forces began their offensive on 24 

March to retake villages east of the Tigris River in Makhmur district. 

▪ Movements remain fluid and about 1,219 individuals have moved with 

sponsorships (local residents vouched for them) on to Baghdad or Kirkuk 
governorates. 

ANBAR CORRIDOR 

HIGHLIGHTS: 
▪ On 25 April, authorities suspended returns to Ramadi city due to daily 

incidents of exploded improvised explosive devices (IEDs)/unexploded 
ordnances (UXOs) and booby-trapped houses. Some 17,000 IDP families 
have already returned to Ramadi district despite the destruction to 
homes and infrastructure.  

 

DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS:  

▪ 1,010 families (5,050 individuals) were displaced into IDP camps and 

transit locations in Anbar Governorate between 20 April and 3 May, 

▪ Since Heet centre opened up in mid-April, nearly 2,000 families have 

reportedly returned to their places of origin, thereby reducing the 
number of families to 1,890 in Al-Wafaa and 360 in Kilo 18 transit 
locations. 
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Operational Context 
▪ Ongoing fighting south-east of Mosul, primarily in Makhmur district, has caused fresh 

displacement to Debaga IDP camp in Makhmur city, Erbil Governorate. Existing facilities in the 
camp (planned for 5,000 individuals but currently hosting 6,225) are overwhelmed. Local 
authorities estimate an additional 30,000 persons could be displaced in the coming months. 
An eventual assault on Mosul could displace over 600,000 persons.  

▪ On 27 April, Kurdish Peshmerga forces and Turkmen Shia militia agreed to a ceasefire to end 

the clashes that had escalated since 23 April in Touz Hourmato, Salah al-Din Governorate. 
Reportedly some 52 person were killed and 80 wounded in the clashes. Although tensions 
remain high, the situation has begun to calm; many of the Kurdish families displaced have 
returned. 

 

UNHCR led Sector/Cluster Updates 
Protection 

▪ Debaga IDP camp – On 22 April, UNHCR partner Qandil conducted a rapid protection 

assessment of new arrivals and identified essential needs in shelter, food, water and clothes, 
and a major gap in education. Large numbers of children have not attended school for two 
years and most of them are missing documentation or a recognized birth certificate. 
Humanitarian actors are prioritizing efforts to ensure the children have access to education. 

▪ Garmawa IDP camp – Local authorities have resumed relocation of families from villages 

close to the frontline to Garmawa IDP camp in Tilkaef (Ninewa Governorate, north of Mosul). 
The camp is already at full capacity and there may be more IDPs relocated there in the coming 
week. UNHCR is advocating with local authorities to maintain standards of treatment.  
Restrictions on freedom of movement, lack of job opportunities, secondary education and 
recreational activities remain concerns.  

 
Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM  

▪ Debaga IDP camp – A reception centre for new arrivals is being set up in front of Debaga IDP 

camp. UNHCR is liaising with partners on the layout and provision of facilities, and services for 
new arrivals.  

 
Shelter/Non-Food Items (NFI) 

▪ Debaga IDP camp – UNHCR and partners have been coordinating the humanitarian response 

in the camp, addressing critical protection issues, and providing all new arrivals with Core 
Relief Items (CRIs). Partners are providing drinking water and basic food items. 

▪ UNHCR has pitched some 160 tents and set up showers and latrines in a former stadium that 

the authorities provided to temporarily shelter new arrivals. The new site will not be able to 
accommodate a significant influx and UNHCR continues to advocate with local authorities for 
more public buildings and suitable land. 

▪ Garmawa IDP camp – On 18 April, UNHCR coordinated and monitored the reception of 56 

newly relocated IDP families (317 individuals) from villages in Ninewa Governorate. UNHCR 
and partners have set up tents and installed emergency latrines.  

Operational Context 
▪ Falluja: As a result of the three-month siege, families stranded in Falluja are suffering from a 

lack of food, medicine and other essential needs. Food prices remain high and stocks are 
dwindling in shops and homes. On 3 May the military launched an offensive to retake Falluja 
district, starting in Al Husi town, already reportedly opening up Al-Fehailat village. UNHCR 
and partners have prepositioned emergency relief and have been expanding assistance in 
accessible areas.  

▪ Heet: Between March and April, Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) retook Heet city and much of the 

district. On 2 May the authorities announced they had retaken the road between Al Baghdadi 
and Heet. Special army unit are currently clearing mines and IEDs from the road, which will 
allow for movement of trucks with food items and fuel from Ramadi to Heet and through Al 
Baghdadi down to Haditha.  

 

UNHCR led Sector/Cluster Updates 
Protection 

▪ Kilo 60 (Al-Wafaa) – There has been constant movement of new arrivals (primarily from 

Heet) alongside persons departing to IDP camps and transit locations in safer areas such as 
Ameriyat Al Falluja and Al-Khalidiya, or trying to return home.  

▪ Ramadi –  Returns are expected to resume after the end of the school year in June. Since 

February, some 800 persons have been reportedly either killed or wounded due to mine 
explosions. UNICEF and local partners have started Mine Risk Education. 

▪ UNHCR is concerned over the conditions in detention during the security screening of 

persons who have fled or have been found in conflict-affected areas in Anbar. Over the last 
two weeks, around 1,000 men and boys (including 75 youth and 40 elderly men) have been 
detained without proper facilities and services; and held for up to three or more days. 
However, there are some who have been held for longer periods without charge on the 
grounds of counter terrorism.  

▪ According to Anbar Provincial Council, since mid-April the Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) 

have detained around 1,850 men and boys at the Al Razzaza checkpoint attempting to travel 
towards Ameriyat Al Fallujah, Baghdad, and beyond. The likely prospect of detention at the 
checkpoint continues to discourage families (men and boys in particular) from crossing and 
thereby accessing relatively safe areas in the eastern parts of the governorate or elsewhere.  

 
Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

▪ UNHCR conducted a two-day CCCM training in Erbil for 16 persons who are working as camp 

managers and community mobilizers in Habaniya Tourist City, Bzebiz, Ameriyat Al Falluja and 
Al-Wafaa camps.  

 
Shelter/Non-Food Items (NFI) 

▪ On 29 April, UNHCR partner Muslim Aid distributed 750 CRI kits in Al-Wafaa transit centre. 

 

Teddy Leposky, Reporting Officer, leposky@unhcr.org   •   Chloe Coves, Reporting Officer, coves@unhcr.org  •   Facebook: UNHCRinIraq and CCCMIraq • Twitter:  @UNHCRIraq 

www.unhcr.org 
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